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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIRES). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 19, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ALBIO 
SIRES to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord our God, who breathes forth 
Your Spirit upon this world for another 
day, grant us true faith—a faith vision 
which will hold Congress and the peo-
ple of this Nation together in trouble-
some times and through fashionable 
change. 

Strengthen us in optimistic hope, as 
once again we place our trust in You. 

Renew us in steadfast love as we 
would be loved; for lasting values and 
lasting virtue rest on these three: 
faith, hope, and love. The greatest of 
these is love. For this is Your Holy 
Name, now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) 

come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agrees to the amend-
ment of the House to the bill (S. 966) 
‘‘An Act to enable the Department of 
State to respond to a critical shortage 
of passport processing personnel, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 96–114, as 
amended, the Chair, on behalf of the 
Republican Leader, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to the Congressional 
Award Board: 

Adam Ruiz of Kentucky. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
ESTIMATE 

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, one of 
President Bush’s most used justifica-
tion for the war in Iraq has been that 
it is central to winning the war on ter-
ror, but the National Intelligence Esti-
mate tells a completely different story. 

Al Qaeda has only gained strength 
since the United States invasion of 
Iraq in March of 2003, and al Qaeda has 
regenerated in Pakistan along its bor-

der with Afghanistan, a reality that 
may have something to do with the 
fact that the great majority of our 
troops and resources are fighting an ill- 
conceived war in Iraq instead of fin-
ishing the job we started in Afghani-
stan. 

The sad truth is that when our Na-
tion undertook Operation Enduring 
Freedom after the horrific attacks of 
9/11, we had al Qaeda on the run. We 
had them on the verge of being disman-
tled. 

President Bush decided to alter our 
mission at a critical time and send our 
brave men and women to Iraq that had 
nothing to do with 9/11, to fight a war 
that has been a detriment to the war 
on terror. 

President Bush had al Qaeda on the 
ropes. He threw them a life preserver. 
They were weak, and today they’re 
stronger, according to the report. 

So to President Bush, my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle who want 
to stay the course, I simply ask why? 
Why would we want to continue a war 
that the American people want to end? 

f 

THE TERRORISTS DO NOT WANT 
PEACE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the terrorists 
we face today are the same enemies 
that bombed our Marines in Beirut, 
Lebanon, bombed the World Trade Cen-
ters in 1993, attacked Khobar Towers in 
1996, bombed our embassy in Africa in 
1997. This enemy values death over life 
and seeks not to negotiate but to war 
against us. 

These fanatics, in the name of reli-
gion, with a doctrine of hate, preach 
death to the United States. 

On September 11, the terrorists 
brought the fight to us. Now Iraq is the 
centerpiece of the war on terror, and so 
is Afghanistan. We cannot give ground 
to this homicidal enemy because this 
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